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Applications are invited for the 2025 Zonta Young Women in Leadership Award
The Zonta Young Women in Leadership (YWIL) Award is a Zonta International programme funded by contributions to the Zonta Foundation for Women. Zonta International is a leading global organization of individuals working to build a better world for women and girls.
In order for more women to be represented in key decision-making positions worldwide, Zonta encourages young women to pursue careers or to seek leadership positions in public policy making, government and volunteer organisations and further their education with these objectives in view.
The award was in previous years known as the Young Women in Public Affairs award, but Zonta International decided to change the name in 2024 to highlight the award’s focus on encouraging young women to take on leadership responsibilities.
The aim of the Zonta Young Women in Leadership Award is to encourage young women to participate in leadership positions by recognizing the candidate’s commitment to the volunteer sector, evidence of volunteer leadership achievements and a dedication to building a better world for women and girls through service and advocacy. It encourages them to continue their participation in public and political life.
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2024 Zonta Club of Wellington YWIL Award winner Josie Aitkin (centre) with 2023 award winner Anika Green (left) and Wellington Zonta Club member Lily-mai Foon Parkin our 2021 award winner

A great award to have on your CV
There are two awards in our region – one made by the Zonta Club of Wellington and the other by the Zonta Club of Mana.  Each award is worth NZ$1,000. Winners also receive a certificate.
The Zonta Club of Wellington is now seeking applications for this prestigious annual award!
Young women aged between 16 and 19 on 1 April 2024, living in Wellington, who demonstrate relevant leadership attributes are eligible to apply.  

Do you demonstrate leadership attributes?
You may be eligible to be considered for the award if you are able to demonstrate evidence of the following attributes:
❑ An active commitment to volunteerism.
❑ Experience in local government, student government, or workplace leadership (paid or unpaid).
❑ Volunteer leadership achievements.
❑ Knowledge of Zonta International and its programmes.
❑ Support for Zonta International’s mission of building a better world for women and girls.

Application Requirements
Each applicant must submit the following three forms as part of their application:
· Form 1 - YWIL Application form.  The application form is available on the Zonta Club of Wellington website, and has been emailed to all Wellington high schools . 
· Form 2 - YWIL Verification of current enrolment by a school institute official. 
· Form 3 - Zonta International YWIL award Privacy Policy and Publicity Authorisation form.
In addition, the applicant must arrange for two confidential recommendations / references to be sent directly to the Zonta Club of Wellington via awards@zontawellington.org.nz to be read alongside their application.  The recommendations must come from adults not related to the applicant, such as teachers, school officials, employee supervisors or community leaders. 
· Form 4 - YWIL Recommendation

All forms referred to are attached to the email sent to high schools or can be downloaded from the YWIL page on the Zonta Club of Wellington website.

Tips for completing the application form
We are working with Zonta International forms, so here are some tips to filling it in.
· We recommend saving the PDF to your computer before completing it.  
· The application form is a PDF document that you can type directly in to. 
· At the top of page 2, the form asks you to”Select at least one type of payment that you are applying for (See How May I Use These Award Funds and Tax Implications)”.  Please tick the “Award with no Restrictions” box.
· At the bottom of page 4 there is a checklist.  Please note that “completed application (required)” and “Typed application (required)” refer to the same thing - the Application Form.  You just need to send the one application form 🙂. Sorry for the confusion, we couldn’t change the Zonta International form.
· Pages 5 and 6 provide two copies of the Recommendation form.  You can download individual recommendation forms (Form 4) from the Zonta Club of Wellington YWIL webpage to provide to your referees.  Your referees must email their completed Recommendation Forms directly to awards@zontawellington.org.nz and not send them to the applicant.


Application and selection process
Completed applications and accompanying documentation should be emailed to the Zonta Club of Wellington at the following address: awards@zontawellington.org.nz
Please include the applicant name in the subject line of your email.
Applications for the 2025 award close on Friday 25 October 2024.
Following a selection process, shortlisted candidates for both the Wellington and Mana Zonta Club awards will be invited to be interviewed by a combined panel to be held on Saturday 23 November.
The successful candidates will be advised by the end of November and the award for both the Wellington and Mana Club winners will be awarded at a prizegiving ceremony hosted by the Zonta Club of Wellington on the evening of Tuesday 28 January 2025.
Further information about the Zonta YWIL award is available on the Zonta Club of Wellington website.
You are also welcome to direct questions by email to: awards@zontawellington.org.nz 



National and International Awards
In addition to the awards offered by individual Zonta Clubs across the world, Zonta International offers awards at the national and international-level YWIL awards, for which each Club-level winner may be considered.
The Wellington Young Women in Leadership award winner will therefore subsequently be entered for the Zonta National (District 16[footnoteRef:0]) Award. The candidate selected as the New Zealand national winner receives US$1,500 funded by Zonta International plus an additional NZ$1,000 funded by our Zonta New Zealand supporter, the Giltrap Group. [0:  District 16 encompasses all the Zonta Clubs in New Zealand.] 

The New Zealand national YWIL award winner will then be considered for one of ten international awards funded by Zonta International with an ultimate prize value of US$5,000.
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